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'™ Sketches in the Gospel of John

Inductive Discovery Lesson 18

John 17:1-26

Jesus: The Intercessor

“Father, the hour has come...”

For thirty-three years, Jesus devoted Himself to wear human flesh and live in the world
He made. He traveled through crowded cities, seaside villages, and the desolate
wilderness. He walked dusty roads, labored in the sun, and slept under the stars. He
ate fish and bread, felt wind against His face, and rested in the shade of a tree.

He was a man, living among men. He laughed and cried with friends. He withstood
bitter attacks from enemies. He touched broken bodies, aching hearts, and empty souls.
He spoke simple truths and profound mysteries.

It was a lifetime. Now, in the closing hours of that earthly life, Jesus prays. Suffering and
a cruel death bear down on Him but love runs its full course. The Father’s plan will be
accomplished. The Son’s mission will be completed.

As Jesus looks forward to being with the Father again, He intercedes for those who
must stay behind. He prays for the men in the upper room—and He prays for you.



Working Text for John 17:1-26
New King James Version (NKJV)

1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has
come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him authority
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 3 And this is
eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
4 | have glorified You on the earth. | have finished the work which You have given Me to do.

5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which | had with You
before the world was.

6 “| have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world.
They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have
known that all things which You have given Me are from You. 8 For | have given to them the
words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that |
came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. 9 “| pray for them. | do not pray
for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are
Yours, and Yours are Mine, and | am glorified in them. 11 Now | am no longer in the world, but
these are in the world, and | come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom
You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12 While | was with them in the world, |
kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me | have kept; and none of them is lost

except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.

13 But now | come to You, and these things | speak in the world, that they may have My
joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 | have given them Your word; and the world has hated them
because they are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. 15 | do not pray that You should
take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of

the world, just as | am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.



18 As You sent Me into the world, | also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes |
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.

20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their
word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be

one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

22 And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just as
We are one: 23 | in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the
world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
24 “Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where | am, that they
may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the
world.

25 O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but | have known You; and these
have known that You sent Me. 26 And | have declared to them Your name, and will declare it,

that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and | in them.”

Scripture taken from the New King James Version, ©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



OBSERVATION

Read the section and record what you see. Use the first column to
keep track of what you specifically find in the Bible passage.
(Who? What? When? Where?) Follow along with John as he tells the

\ / story. Who is mentioned and what part do they play? What events are
taking place? Briefly describe in your own words what it says.

Use the second column to keep track of relevant details you gather from sources such as
the other New Testament gospels, a dictionary, encyclopedia, or Bible handbook. You can also
use this section to jot down your thoughts, impressions or questions that come to mind.

John 17:1-12
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations:



John 17:13-21
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations:

John 17:22-26
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations:

(continued next page)



John 17:22-26 (continued)
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations:

Key Words and Phrases

Write the definition of the following words and phrases. Use a regular dictionary or a Bible
concordance with Greek Dictionary if you have one.

“glorify, glory” (vs. 1,4,5,10,22,24)

“sanctify” (vs. 17,19)




INTERPRETATION — What does it mean?
Look for a spiritual lesson. Be careful not to read into the Bible an

idea that is not there. Examine each verse in light of the verses around
it. To help you find a spiritual lesson, ask questions such as: “Is there a
/ command to obey? Is there a promise to claim? Is there a condition to

that promise? Is there a warning to heed? Is there an example to follow
or avoid?” State the lesson in one simple sentence.

APPLICATION — How does it apply to me?

We don’t study the Bible just to gather information—we want to spiritually grow. Our heart
needs to be open to change. The only way to move truth off the pages of your Bible and into
your life is to put it into action.

To apply a spiritual lesson, we must examine ourselves and take deliberate steps to do
something with what we have learned. Ask yourself: Is this a new insight for me, or does it
reinforce what | already know? What does it challenge me to do? Does it point out error in my
attitude or actions? What changes does it require? Think of how the lesson relates to you and
what specific course of action you will take. Write your application in the form of a question
to make it personal.

John 17:1-12
Lesson:

Application:

John 17:13-21
Lesson:

Application:

John 17:22-26
Lesson:

Application:

Summary
Write a simple sentence that summarizes what the chapter is about.

Give a simple title to the chapter to help you remember what it says.




Take A Closer Look

“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

As you sent Me into the world, | also have sent them into the world.”
John 17:17-18

Memorize God’s Word

Choose the translation you prefer to memorize from and re-write the verse here.

Meditate on God’s Word

While you memorize this verse, let it work into your heart and mind. Scripture meditation is like
a good cup of tea—the longer it steeps, the richer the flavor. So give yourself permission to
slowly savor God’'s Word! Use the questions below (like a tea bag) to keep dipping into this
verse.

(Challenge alert: You won'’t always see an obvious answer directly from the verse.)

Look up. What does this verse show you about God? (For example, look for signs of His
character, His attributes, His works, or His promises.)

Look around. What does this teach you about life or people in general?

Look within. What does this teach you about yourself?

Look ahead. Does this verse give you reason to hope? Briefly share your thoughts.

Look alive! Given the opportunity, how would you express the truth found in this verse to
someone who needs to hear it?




Make God’s Word Your Prayer

As you memorize and meditate on this verse, pray it back to the Lord. Let the Holy Spirit
examine your heart, increase your understanding, and help you to pray. Ask Him for faith and
strength to act on the truth of God’s Word.

God’s Word Bearing Fruit

For you personally, what has been the most important lesson from this chapter?
How will you put what you have learned into practice?

Something to Think About. . .

The Word gives us joy, love, and power to live a holy life. It also gives us what we need to serve
Him as witnesses in this world. How can we be overcome by the world when we have the Word

of God to enlighten us, enable us, and encourage us?
Warren Wiersbe



Message Notes:
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