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INDUCTIVE LESSON THREE 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
 1 Timothy 3 
 
Day One 
 
Text: (Begin this week’s lesson by reading the assigned passage several times.) 
Hint: Read the passage repeatedly, prayerfully, thoughtfully, meditatively and patiently. 
  

1 Timothy 3 
  
1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work. 2 A 
bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good 
behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his 
children in submission with all reverence 5(for if a man does not know how to rule his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with 
pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good 
testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.  
 
8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. 10 But let these 
also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless. 11 Likewise, their 
wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 13 For those who have 
served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.  
 
14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I 
write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 16 And without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness: 
 
God was manifested in the flesh, 
Justified in the Spirit, 
Seen by angels, 
Preached among the Gentiles, 
Believed on in the world, 
Received up in glory.  
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Memory Verse: 1 Timothy 3:16b 
“God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the 
Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory. “ 
 
 Day Two 
 
Words Matter: In this portion of the lesson we will take a closer look at one or two key words 
in the chapter. You will need to have your tools or resources at hand, such as more than one 
Bible translation, a dictionary or Bible dictionary, concordance, atlas, and encyclopedia. If you 
don’t have all of these, simply use what you do have to enrich your learning. To do some 
digging on your own, start with your dictionary (or Bible dictionary) and then look up the 
references to add to your understanding. If you have additional resources, you may want to 
keep digging. Record these additional notes in the Tool Box section of your study. After 
you’ve completed the investigative process, write a definition in your own words. Your 
investigation in today’s lesson will lay the groundwork for deeper discoveries in subsequent 
lessons, so be as thorough as you can. 
 
Manifested: 1 Timothy 3:16 
“God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the 
Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory. “ 
 
Dictionary or Concordance definition:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
What does the Bible have to say? 
 
John 17:6 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
2 Corinthians 4:11 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 John 4:9 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Write your own definition: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
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Day Three  
 
Toolbox: Use your toolbox or secondary helps to enhance your observational findings. 
 
Study Bible: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bible Concordance: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bible Dictionary: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bible Handbooks: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bible Atlas: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bible Commentary: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Day Four 
 
Inductively Speaking: 
Just a reminder, word studies are vital to the study of God’s Word. This gives us 
understanding of why God placed the words that he placed where He placed them so we 
might understand better the lesson that He would have us learn. 
  

1 Timothy 3:1–7 (Today’s highlighted passage of study.) 
  
1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work. 2 A 

bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good 
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behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 

but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his 

children in submission with all reverence 5(for if a man does not know how to rule his own 

house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with 

pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good 

testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.  

 
I. Observation: Finding the literal facts or most obvious details of the passage.  
Hint: Begin observation by asking the questions who, what, where, when, why, and how. 
Verses 1–7 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
  
Inductively Speaking: 
When you study the observations in each featured passage on days 4, 5, and 6 think about 
how God is working in His Word. Continue to draw from your observation those spiritual 
truths that God has installed throughout His Word. God encourages us to think in terms of His 
will, empowering us as Christ centered, Spirit-filled believers to bring His Gospel message to 
those He sent His Son to the cross for. Are you living a Christ-centered, spirit-filled life based 
on what God has done for you?  
 

II. Interpretation: Discovering the lessons or meaning of God's instruction to His people. 
Hint: Try to place yourself with these people, in their circumstances, at this time of Bible 
history.  
Verses 1–7 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Inductively Speaking:  
We must ask this question regarding application: How do I get started? There are three steps 
to this process called sanctification. First: set objectives or goals. Determine what you need to 
change in your life. Do you desire to be a better husband, parent, employee or boss? With any 
one of these objectives, ask what it is that will help you become more Christ like in these 
relationships. Once you have identified particular weaknesses then let God help you to 
improve in these areas. Remember, set realistic objectives for yourself. 
 
III. Application: Applying the lessons and meaning of God's instructions to His people. Hint: 
Apply the lesson or lessons you found in the interpretation section in the form of a question.  
Verses 1–7 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Day Five 
 
1 Timothy 3:8–13 (Today’s highlighted passage of study.) 
 
8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. 10 But let these 
also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless. 11 Likewise, their 
wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 13 For those who have 
served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.  
 

I. Observation: Finding the literal facts or most obvious details of the passage.  
Hint: Begin observation by asking the questions who, what, where, when, why, and how. 
Verses 8–13 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
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II. Interpretation: Discovering the lessons or meaning of God's instruction to His people. 
Hint: Try to place yourself with these people, in their circumstances, at this time of Bible 
history.  
Verses 8–13 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
III. Application: Applying the lessons and meaning of God's instructions to His people. Hint: 
Apply the lesson or lessons you found in the interpretation section in the form of a question.  
Verses 8–13 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Day Six 
 
1 Timothy 3:14–16 (Today’s highlighted passage of study.) 
 
14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I 
write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 16 And without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness: 
 
God was manifested in the flesh, 
Justified in the Spirit, 
Seen by angels, 
Preached among the Gentiles, 
Believed on in the world, 
Received up in glory.  
  
I. Observation: Finding the literal facts or most obvious details of the passage.  
Hint: Begin observation by asking the questions who, what, where, when, why, and how. 
Verses 14–16 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
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II. Interpretation: Discovering the lessons or meaning of God's instruction to His people. 
Hint: Try to place yourself with these people, in their circumstances, at this time of Bible 
history. 
Verses 14–16 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III. Application: Applying the lessons and meaning of God's instructions to His people. Hint: 
Apply the lesson or lessons you found in the interpretation section in the form of a question.  
Verses 14–16 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Memory Verse: 1 Timothy 3:16b 
“God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the 
Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory. “ 
 
Impact Statement: A simple personal statement about how the Holy Spirit will guide and 
direct you from this week’s study. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
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Prayer Requests: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lecture Notes: 
 
 


